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Record of conversation with 


Dr. Goldmann - 19th July. 1948. 


At Dr. Goidnann's request I called 
on him last night. He told me that he was 
leaving for Paris toiay. on his way to 
Palestine. and that he wished to djiscuss 
various outstanding ,uestions before he left. 


I raised the juestion of the 5 British 
subjects who were recently kidnapoed in 
Jerusalem by the Irgun pointing out that they 
were now on territory administered by 
Mr. Ben Gurion and his colleagues and that we 
should conse uently hold them responsible if 
any harm cane to the 5 men. Since 
Mr. Goddmann had seen the Minister of State on 
this subject we had learned that the Unite’ 
Nations Truce Commision had demanded the 
release of the men, ani we had instructed 
Sir Alexander Cadogan to support this demand 
in the Security Council. We considered 
that the surrender of the men to the Truce 
CommiSsion was the best course open to the 
Jewish authorities. If they were not 
prepared to do that, the next best thing would 
be to expel the men from their territory. 
Alternatively they mizht he prepared to senéad 
some of the men back to their posts in 
Jerusalem while expellinz others. I asked | 
Dr. Goldmann to convey these views to the 
Jewish authorities. 


He mentioned that Mr. Levy. K C.. who 
had been briefed by the Jerusalem Slectric 
Corporation. had visited him in orier to ask 
whether he would be allowed to appear ina 
Jewish court and had said that he was sent to 
Dr- Goldmann by the Foreign Office. I said 
that. while this was true. it did not imply 
that we could recognise the jurisdiction of 
any Jewish tribunal, military or civil. over 
British subjects. If. however the Jewish 
aut' cities insisted on bringing the men to 
trial we would nes naturally not stand in the 
way of their obtaining the best possible legal 
assistance. Dr. Goldmann thought that the 
terms of the pledge given by Haganah to the 
Irgun in return for the transfer of the men 
left the way open for their release or 
deportation without trial. He had telegraphed 
to Tel Aviv urging that a trial should not 
take place. 


He then reverted to the juestion of his 
own position in London. In view of the 
difficulties with which he had to contend as 
an agent of a government which was not even 
recognised de facto, he doubted whether it 
would be worth his while to return to London. 
Mr. Linton was perfectly capable of dealing 
with routine matters. and it did not seem 
that he would be allowed to establish effective 
relations with the British authorities on any 
matters of consequence. In particular he 
found/ 


Cs 


found it almost impossible to carry on his 
work when he was not permitted to send or 
receive written communications of any kind. 


I sai? that we had welcomed 
Dr. Goldmann's presence in London as we knew tnat 
he personally had desired better relations 
between the Jewish Agency ani H.u- Government 
than had been possible during the last 
period of the Mandate. I could not hold out 
any hope of early recognition for a Jewish 
State. But I was not sure that the 
distinction hitherto drawn between written 
and oral communication would be maintained 
after further examination; it was ,uite 
possible that we would agree in the near 
future to informal exchanges in writing when 
this seemed to be the most convenient metho? 
of discussion. 


Dr. Yoldmann then spoke of the desire 
of the Jewish authorities that the Haifa 
refinery should resume production. I 
explained the position in Haifa fairly fully, and 
mentioned the possibility of an early 
resumption of oil transit througn the port 
from Iraj to Surope. Dr. Golimann doubted 
whether the Jewish 3uthorities would agree to 
this except as part of 9 general arrangement 
providing inter alia for the reopening of the 
refinery. I said that the matter was 
prinarily one for the companies the Yovernmnent 
of Iraq and the Jewish authorities. The 
latter were not suffering from oil starvaticn. 
and they should therefore be able to look at 
the problem from the point of view of their 
long term interests rather than their immediate 
needs. They must remember thit nothinz 
could stop the Irayi Government, if they 
wished, diverting the oil from Haifa 
permanently. 


Dr. Goldmann said that he had previously 
enquired into the position at Gaza airfield, 
which was used by the Sgyptian Air Force 
during the fighting but which he velieved 
was still under British ownership. I 
undertook that we would try to give Mr. Linton 
an answer on this question. 


Finally Dr. Goldmann said that it had 
been brought to his notice that there were 
persons living in this country with 
Palestinian passports which had now expired. 
One of these had applied for an American visa, 
and there had been discussions between 
Dr. Goldmann's office and the American Consul. 
The arrangement reached was that Dr. Goldmann 
should provide the applicant with a paper 
stating that he was regarded by the Jewish 
authorities as an Israeli citizen and on the 
basis of this paper the Americans were issuing 
a visa. I said I did not think we would have 
any objection to this procedure but I would ask 
the experts. 
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I sent you text contained in my telegrau iio, 273 in view of 
last sentence. In fact, in such instances it should be easy 
enough to avoid addressing the -rovisimal 'sovermient of Israel" 
since whatever the Jewish ..gency ay vssin, they are routine 
watters on wiich e Consul in such circw.istances would, = venture 
to think normally correspond with local .gr.omit.] or local 
nilitary authorities and in any case Jerusalem is not under 
present conditions considered part of the ‘tate of ‘srael by the 
Jews theuselves, = /- 

f Zs / 7 
. owever, the question way arise in acute fora, if the iive 
British subjects recently kidnapped by I.Z,i.. and now handed | 
over to iaganah, are to be tried by “israeli nilitary court" in 
‘Yel ..viv. I note whet Goldusnn nas told vou (last varagravh 
of vour telegram 457) but if a trial [%grps.omit.] (snd perhaps 
even if it is not) it may be that we shail be unable to ignore 
‘Israeli authorities" without prejudicing the interests of the 
five wen concerned. Unless you feel that you will be able to 
make all the necessary representations eee Golduwann, I 
showid be grateful for urgent guidance on this point, as I hope 
to send sheringha:. to #el ..viv very shortly, ii¢ nay travel with 
the vheiriian of the Yfruce Voiiission who is still actively work= 
ing on this case. (ee also w immediately following telegram). 


[Copy sent to .iddle ast iecretariat]. 
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